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Love of Musnc

By MICHAEL FORTUNA
Daly Sun Staff Wiiter

After more than 20 years, Bonnie Fisher gives the handbells a
ringing endorsement.

“They have such a unique sound.” said Fisher, of the Village of
Calume!Gwm"Enchomuf(theplmrs)isfnchargeofcermln
notes"

She brought her love of the handbelis to the area, creating
the Village Ringers around 2016, 'l‘twgmup.wlﬁchpmcumat
HuarborChase of Wildwood, has about 18 members plaving five
octaves of bells, along with three octaves of tone chimes,

A

the people,” she said.

T re. very passionate

about what they do, They're
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m pld:?mnsw that’s chal

interesting th them*

Whmevu' group finishes

a concert, Fisher usual!y has

one of two reactions: “AhhY" or
“Whew!"

Village Ringers, Fisher accom-
panies the vocal choirs on the
piano at New Covenant United
Methodist Church.

After moving here, ther
had discovered a handbell
group at New Covenant,
which led to her wondering
if there was a handbell club
in The Villages. She went on
the Nextdeor site and asked

Fishcr'x musical journey
bégan in the town of Theria,

near Colum

plxwingthoinstmumtdur
services and directing the

"(’I‘he church) must have
been very patient,” Fisher
said, “The choir kept growing.
People asked us to come (to
different sing”

During her high school

years, she clarinet
m the msarc band and
sanginmechorm

While at Ashland Univer-
sity, she majored in music,
uslng both piano and vocal

"It was my passion,” Fisher
said. “Tknew T'was good at it.”
After graduating from
college, she taught grades
K-8 for some four years; then
became a compufer analyst,

- She
at the

‘went to a Methodist church; it
Theria, * was her first time hearing the

mstrluucut.s.

-church, borrowing a set
of bells from another church,
then teaching the niembers
howto play. It took her about six

cwﬁbepéaﬁv;dm'aﬁzferent
ways, including striking them
withamallet.

mmmﬁylobokat,”

When she taught children
and adults how to play the bells,
Fisher found the younger set
wmmadaptnbhemplaying
different sizes of bells.

“Most (of the adults) want
to stay in their comfort zone,”
Fishersaid,

Fisher likes to play the
middle range of the bells, which
usuaily has the most notes to
cover, She also likes playing the.
tiny bellswith two in each hand.

“It’s fun and chailenging”
Fishersaid,
The V':,llagemngemmpu to

wherethe} wﬂlsmtmicm
the music for a spring concert
next

“I'm very proud of them and
what they've accomplished,”
nsxmnn"xmn:mmget

hmwdﬁuﬁmm

if anyone was interested in
joining agroup.
T got a dot of responses,”
said.

In a bwist of good fortune,

Along the way, she became a
part-time music director at
;D Lutheran chm’:la:or s‘-cum‘ei
ymm, where she forme
a men's choral group that

yeat.
“Music feeds your soul”
gttt
s melancholy and
sad, or joyful and jubilant



