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Zathy Bullock, of the Vlllage of St. Catherine, rings the bells during the Village Ringers’
ehearsal Nov. 17 at New Covenant United Methodist Church. The group will present its
ipring concert. “Ringing Reflections.” on Sunday at New Covenant.

ionnie Fisher, of the Village of Piedmont, conducts the
illage Ringers during rehearsal at New Covenant United
flethodist Church. The resident handbell choir has grown
t lot since it first formed around 2018. :

long enough to pick favorites,
Bullock ended up choosing the
two songs for its portion.
“’Puff’ is such a fun piece,”
Bullock said. “It’s going to be
one that will please the audi-
ence. They’ll sing or hum along
toit.”
Guest musician Les Dudley
will play the saxophone on
“The Pink Panther,” while
Bullock will break out her clar-
inet to play on “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow.”
“It’s fun to change instru-
ments a bit,” Bullock said. “It
- gives you a chance to hear the
bells from a different angle.
Instead of being right in the
middle, now I'm off to the
side listening to the group as
awhole.”-

he Ringers plan to end
the concert with one of
the group’s favorite pieces;
“Dorian Dance.”
“It’s a very exciting piece to
listen to,” Fisher said. “It has
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some unusual techniques.”

Three of the members will
form a trio to play an arrange-
ment of “Chop Sticks” using
three octaves of bells.

“They do some really neat
things,” said Fisher, of the
Village of Piedmont. “It’s fun
to watch them all over the
place.”

Bullock, who is one-third
of the trio, said this group has
to practice weaving between
each other while playing.

“I'm putting one bell down
and picking up another while
ringing in another hand,”
Bullock said. “Two of us ring
close together. One’s picking
up the bell I'm putting down.
You have to be precise. It’s alot
of fun.”

The Rlngers group has
grown a lot since it first
formed around 2018. All of
the members had to audition
tojoin the ranks.

“We’re playing more chal-
lenging pieces,” Bullock
said. “They’re really good
musicians.”

Bullock has been with
the Ringers since 2021, not
too long after moving to
The Villages. She formed the
Village Ringers Too about a
year ago.

“I just love being a part of
the music,” said Bullock, of
the Village of St. Catherine.
“You’re really an ensemble.
You work together to make
the music, to make it sound
good. Bonnie is a great
director. She makes the group
fun.”

Tickets for the concert are
$20, and are available online
atncumecfl.com/concerts.

Staff writer Michael Fortuna
can be reached at 852-753-1119,
ext. 5273, or michael fortuna@
thevillagesmedia.com.




