Village Ringers Bio

Judi Higbee

My first experience ringing handbells was in 1987 with the Heritage Bells of
Libertyville UMC, lllinois. Except for five years when | lived in Minnesota
and was into musical theater, | have found a church bell choir to ring with
ever since — Michigan, Texas, Miami and two choirs here in The Villages.

A bell choir is made up of soloists as you are the only person responsible
for your particular 3 or 4 notes. The challenging part is mastering your
technique so that you blend with the other ringers for a beautiful group
sound. It is wonderful fun and so enjoyable to play an instrument with other
accomplished musicians! I've played every position, but my preferred
range is C4 through C6 - the two middle octaves.

There are annual mass ring festivals available to attend which host about
15 ensembles. Handbell Musicians of America sponsors these events and
provides classes and workshops on how to ring, special techniques used
with different bells, etc. Renowned handbell music composers/conductors
rehearse the massed choirs who perform a concert on the final day. It is
thrilling to be a part of that huge ensemble making such a joyous sound!

My parents were both musical and provided me with piano/organ lessons
when | was eight. I've been blessed to enjoy singing in symphony orchestra
choruses to include minor solos in 'Tosca' and 'La Boheme', major roles in
musical theater productions, New Covenant UMC chancel choir and special
concert with Christian music composer/pianist Mary McDonald, and singing
with a national choir in the 25" anniversary performance of 'Saviour, A
Modern Oratorio', at Carnegie Hall.

Husband John and | are avid international travelers — over 75 trips to over
115 countries. We have also driven through or visited all but three states —
| am always awed by the beauty of our national and state parks. Pretty
soon we'll run out of destinations on our bucket list!

I'd like to share that | am an obvious unrepentant foodie who loves cats!
Even though | love being outdoors, it is so hard to find the time for exercise
with all of those computer games and newspaper puzzles to distract . . .



